Michelangelo Paintings Lesson Plans

I. Learn about Fresco, the Sistine Chapel, and Michelangelo
· Power point

· Read parts of The Agony and the Ecstasy by Irving Stone
· Watch clips of the movie The Agony and the Ecstasy (It will not all be shown in class at it is 2 hours and 20 min, however there will be an out of class opportunity for all students to view the whole film)

II. Choose groups and theme
· Depending on how your work will be the best select groups: two boys and two girls or completely open
· Choose one of the themes social studies or world history teacher chose for what you are studying.  This is what you will be illustrating.

III. Individual sketches for ideas
· Tape 6 pieces of newsprint together to create sheets that are exactly the same size as the panels.

· In sketch book brainstorm ideas of scenes and compositions.  You need to have solid ideas to bring to the group when both classes meet on Friday.
IV. Group cartoon 
· You need to illustrate your theme . . . viewers should know by looking at it.

· Like Michelangelo painting one scene at a time from the book of Genesis, you must create ONE SCENE.  Examples we looked at: Noah and the Ark, Creation of Adam, The Garden of Eden

· Listen to each other, think together, be respectful, and value everyone’s ideas

· Your goal is to sketch on the newsprint in real size exactly what you’ll be painting.

V. Prime coat of white paint

· Talk about listening: it’s difficult for me to get your attention because you can’t always see me.  I need your help listening when I ask for your attention.

· NEVER splatter.  No hands in the paint: we paint with brushes.

· Do not to paint right above you, paint a bit in front of you.

· Try not to get paint on the floor.  You don’t need too much paint on your brush at a time.  Little paint, put it on, get a little more.  This way you won’t drip.  All paint should end up on the board.
· Try to paint large areas with even brush strokes, no swirls.

· For cleanup: I will let you work as long as possible.  When I tell you it’s time to clean up, we need to stop right away.  Clean brushes and pallets and put in the drying rack.
VI. Transfer sketch to white board
· The drawing on the large paper needs to be transferred to the underside of the board.  It usually works best to lay the paper on the ground, look at it, and draw above you.
· This is the final so take your time, make sure you are proud of it.
VII. Paint with color
· Paint background first
· Paint largest object 

· Continue with smaller and smaller objects

· We can always take more paint, but it is difficult to put it back.  Take a little at a time.

VIII. Rubrics and artists statement

